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B.
Course Description

This course will cover specific concepts, skills and ministry involved in the transformation of lives of the marginalized including street children, at-risk youth, drug addicts & prostitutes.

C. Expanded Course Description

This course will address the social, economic, spiritual and physical conditions that cause marginalization. 

This study will lead to the research & development of ministry that will impact the lives of marginalized youth bringing personal & community transformation. 

Students will be encouraged to initiate a mentoring relationship with a marginalized person that will stimulate personal growth and encouragement in the lives of both mentor & mentee. 

The oppressive political, economic, spiritual and sociological structures that cause marginalization will be explored, while addressing possible avenues of intervention.

D. Course Objectives

1. Ministry with Street Children and At-Risk Youth

a. Social conditions that produce street children and at-risk youth will be researched, analyzed and evaluated. 

b. Candidates will research and evaluate case studies of the rehabilitation of street children and transformation of at-risk youth. 

c. A theological foundation for ministry among these marginalized youth will be developed and a strategy for entry into these areas of need will be produced. 

d. This will lead to an understanding of vision, mission & strategies related to this ministry. 

2. Ministry with Drug Addicts and Prostitutes

a. Social and economic structures that caused prostitution and drug addiction will be analyzed and points of intervention that are needed to change those structures will be researched and evaluated. 

b. Candidates will also research and evaluate case studies of rehabilitation of drug addicts, alcoholics and prostitutes leading to an understanding of the principles, planning and initiation of a ministry to those affected by these addictions. 

c. A theological foundation for these processes will be developed and a strategy for entry into these areas of need will be developed. 

d. This will lead to an understanding of vision, mission & strategies related to this ministry.

E.
Student Outcomes

By the end of the course, students should be able to achieve the following:

A. Service to Street Children & Marginalized Youth:

1. Articulate understanding of the causes of marginalized youth & the implications of these.

2. Articulate their understanding of the importance of the conversion, the positive potential influence of the peer-group and the involvement in integral ministry in the transformation of the life of an at-risk youth.

3. Demonstrate some insights of the liberation & empowerment on the lives of at-risk youth.

4. Initiate and maintain a relationship with an at-risk youth in an urban poor context.

5. Research & describe the social, physical, spiritual and economic aspects of an at-risk youth and describe the impact of integral transformational ministry on the life of this individual.

6. Demonstrate the ability to encourage, mentor and facilitate ministry of an at-risk youth.

7. Develop vision, mission & strategies for reaching marginalized youth.

B. Service to Drug Addicts and Prostitutes:

1. Articulate their understanding of the causes of drug addiction and prostitution and the implications of this.

2. Articulate their understanding of the importance of the conversion, the positive potential influence of the peer-group and the importance of interpersonal relationships.

4. Initiate and maintain a relationship with a drug addict or prostitute in their context.

5. Research & describe the social, physical, spiritual and economic aspects of these marginalized people and describe the impact of an appropriate ministry on the life of these individuals.

6. Able to work in a team to encourage and mentor these marginalized people.

7. Develop a vision, mission & strategies for reaching & reconciling drug addicts & prostitutes.

F.
Course Materials

1. Required Textbooks

Anderson, J., Restoring Children of the Street. ACTION and Viva 2001.

Brock, R. & Thistlethwaite, S., Casting Stones: Prostitution and Liberation in Asia and the United States. Augsburg Fortress. March 2005

Haugen, Gary A., Good News about Injustice. IVP, Nottingham, England, 1999

Hobbs, P., Dawn Harvest; Stories of Philippines' Urban Poor. OMF Lit., Manila. 2009

2. Recommended Textbooks:

Bessenecker, S., New Friars; The Emerging Movement Serving the World’s Poor. IVP

Downer’s Grove, Illinois. 2006

Cramer, M. Dispossessed; Life in Our World’s Urban Slums. Orbis, Maryknoll, NY 2006 

Freire, Paulo. Pedagogy of the Oppressed. New York: Herder & Herder, 1970.

G. Learning & Assessment Activities

1. 
Reading Assignments

The readings assigned each day are to be completed before attending class and each student should come prepared to discuss the topic of this assignment. These readings analyze appropriate topics, such as physical, economic, social & spiritual factors causing marginalization. 

2. Reflections on Field Visits

The student will be expected to keep a journal which documents:

a. Description of the ministry visit & type of ministry observed.

b. Understanding, insights & compassion for this marginalized group.

c. How this visit impacts the attitude, action and ministry of the student.   

d. Suggestions for possible involvement of church in this ministry.

3. Relationship building

It is important for each student form a genuine relationship with a marginalized person. No-one should feel like a “project.” This relationship will develop over a period of time, when an element of trust can be established. The student must endeavour to maintain a confidential mentor/mentee relationship so as to encourage and facilitate a person’s spiritual growth or ministry and document how this relationship has impacted his/her life and ministry.

4. Impact of Study on Life & Ministry

Towards the end of the course the students will be expected to write a brief overview of how this course has impacted the outlook, life and ministry of the student with respect to ministry with the marginalized.

5. Presentation

In the final day of assessment the student is expected to offer a verbal and written presentation on their research and ministry with street children, at-risk youth, drug addicts or prostitutes explaining:

a. Factors causing the marginalization of the individuals and the impact on their lives.

b. How these people have experienced liberation & empowerment in their lives.

c. How conversion, peer-group and involvement in ministry has brought change to them.

d. How the students mentor/mentee relationship has impacted the lives of both mentee & student.

H. Expectations & Grading

1. 
Attendance 


Attending classes and participation – 25%

2. 
Reading Assignments


Reading preparedness, participation and ability to discuss topic – 20%

3. 
Reflections on Field Visits


A journal showing a minimum of 5 entries of reflections of visits – 20% 

4.   Relationship building


Two page paper documenting mentor/mentee relationship with at-risk youth – 5%

5.  Impact of Studies


Two page essay on impact of studies on outlook, life and ministry – 10%

6. Final Presentation

     a. Written presentation of research and ministry with at-risk youth – 10%

     b. Oral presentation/interaction showing ability to interact with others on this topic – 10%

Grade Scale: Use of ATS grade scale.

I. Course Policies

As per ATS handbook.

J. Course Calendar

Day 1 morning: TOPICS

Session 1 – Welcome & Introductions

Session 2 – Course Outline, Objectives, Expectations, Writing Spiritual Journals & Reports

Day 1 afternoon: TOPICS

Session 1 – A World at Risk

Session 2 – A Country at Risk

Day 2 morning: TOPICS

Session 1 – A Culture at Risk

Session 2 - A City at Risk 

Day 3 Morning: TOPICS

Session 1 – The Factor of Poverty

Session 2 – Street Children

Day 3 Afternoon: FIELDWORK

Visit Alay Pag-asa

Day 4 Morning: TOPICS

Session 1 – The Factors Causing Prostitution


Session 2 – The Implications & Consequences of Prostitution

Day 5 Morning: FIELDWORK

Visiting the Ministry of Samaritana

Day 6 Morning: TOPICS

Session 1 – A Community at Risk

Session 2 – Factors of Drug Dependence

Day 6 Afternoon: TOPICS

Session 1 – Environment at Risk

Session 2 - Families at Risk

Day 7 morning: FIELDWORK

Visit Onesimo Ministry

Day 7 afternoon: TOPICS

Session 1 - Education at Risk

Session 2 – Identity at Risk

Day 8 morning: FIELDWORK

Visiting the Ministry of Bukang Liwayway – Welfareville

Day 8 Afternoon: TOPICS

Session 1 - Youth Ministry

Session 2 – Holistic Ministry

Day 9 Morning: TOPICS 

Session 1 – Spirituality at Risk

Session 2 – House Churches

Day 10 Morning: TOPICS

Session 1 – A Need for Discipleship & Training

Session 2 – Preparation for Fieldwork, Verbatim Reports, & Final Presentation 

Day 11Morning & Afternoon: PRESENTATIONS

The Final Day – The students will meet together in the classroom for a day of presentations. Here they will present their research, findings and ministry experiences to the class. There will be opportunity to reflect and interact on this theoretical and practical learning with these fellow students who have also been involved in service to the marginalized. 

